History of Louis Braille - Story 

Louis Braille was born in a small French village two centuries ago, in 1809. He was the Braille family’s fourth child. His brother and sisters were a lot older than him. 

Louis’s family lived in a farmhouse on a piece of land where they kept some chickens and a cow. Louis’s father made saddles and harnesses for horses. 

One day, when Louis was three, something awful happened. Louis was alone in his father’s workshop and decided to cut some leather for the horses. He climbed on to a stool to reach the table. Reaching for a sharp tool on the bench he slipped and hurt himself. 

Louis’s parents heard a shout coming from the workshop. They ran to the workshop but when they got there Louis’s eye was badly cut. Unfortunately his eye became infected and the doctor could not help. The infection later spread to his good eye. 

Louis began to see less and less, until one day, when he was four years old, he became blind. Louis’s parents were very sad and worried about Louis. 

Having lost his sight, Louis had to learn to do lots of things again. Life was difficult and Louis had to rely on his remaining senses: touch, hearing, smell and taste. 

At school Louis could not read or write like his friends but he remembered everything he heard. He was soon at the top of the class. When he was 10 years old, he went to a special school for blind children in Paris. 

Louis liked his new school. He was given special books so that he could learn to read. The books were big and had large raised letters but it was hard to feel the shape of the different letters. 

In 1821, aged 12 years, Louis met a soldier called Charles Barbier who was visiting his school. Barbier had invented a way for soldiers to read in the dark at night by touch. He believed his system could help blind people to read and write. Louis thought this was great because he could now write to his friends. However, Barbier’s system was very complicated. Louis wanted to find a quicker way. 

Just three years later, in 1824, Louis had perfected his writing system. He had invented a simpler way of writing every letter of the alphabet. His system used six raised dots to represent each letter, like the dots used on a domino. By running his fingers across the dots, he could feel the different letters. He taught his friends his new method and they quickly learned how to read and write it. 

Louis eventually became a teacher at his school in Paris. Sadly, aged just 45 years old, he died in 1852. Two years later his system of reading by touch was used throughout France. 

The system Louis invented became known as ‘braille’. Braille is now used all over the world to help blind people read and write. 

Today, braille is very much alive and used in many different ways. A charity called RNIB is the largest producer of braille in Europe.
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